U.S. Immigration Enforcement Codebook
Sources: DHS Office of Immigration Statistics (removals/apprehensions), TRAC Immigration (deportation reasons by criminality), ICE Arrest Data (monthly, 2008–2018)
Dataset: immigration_.csv  |  133 rows × 32 columns  |  Years covered: 1892–2024
Section 1: Historical & Contextual Variables
	Variable
	Label / Question
	Values / Notes
	Coverage

	Year
	Fiscal year of record
	Integer (1892–2024)
	All rows

	Decade
	Decade grouping (start year)
	Integer (e.g. 1890, 1900, …, 2020)
	1892–2024

	President
	U.S. President in office during fiscal year
	String (e.g. Biden, Trump, Obama, …)
	2003–2024

	US Population
	U.S. total population
	Numeric (persons)
	Partial

	Foreign Born
	Total foreign-born population in the U.S.
	Numeric (persons)
	Partial

	Naturalized
	Number of naturalized U.S. citizens
	Numeric (persons)
	Partial

	Noncitizen
	Number of noncitizen residents
	Numeric (persons)
	Partial

	Unauthorized population
	Estimated unauthorized immigrant population
	Numeric (persons)
	Partial

	Undocumented
	Alternative estimate of undocumented population (from reasons dataset)
	Numeric (persons)
	2003–2024


Section 2: Removals & Returns
	Variable
	Label / Question
	Values / Notes
	Coverage

	Apprehensions
	Total border apprehensions (encounters)
	Numeric (persons)
	1925–2024

	App_lagged
	Apprehensions lagged one year
	Numeric (persons); derived variable
	Partial

	Deportations
	Total formal removals (deportations) by ICE/DHS
	Numeric (persons)
	1892–2024

	VR
	Voluntary returns (non-criminal returns without formal order)
	Numeric (persons)
	Partial

	Administrative
	Administrative removals (expedited removal, reinstatement)
	Numeric (persons)
	Partial

	EnforcementReturns
	Total enforcement returns (deportations + VR)
	Numeric (persons)
	Partial

	Criminal
	Deportations of individuals with a criminal conviction
	Numeric (persons)
	Partial

	Noncriminal
	Deportations of individuals without a criminal conviction
	Numeric (persons)
	Partial

	Title 42
	Expulsions under Title 42 COVID-era public health order (immediate return without removal proceedings)
	Numeric (expulsions). Active Mar 2020–May 2023.
	2020–2023

	Dep_App
	Ratio of deportations to apprehensions (derived)
	Numeric (ratio)
	Partial

	ER_Non
	Enforcement returns excluding Title 42 expulsions
	Numeric (persons)
	2003–2024


Section 3: Deportation Reasons by Criminality (TRAC, 2003–2024)
ICE classifies each deportee's "Most Serious Criminal Conviction" (MSCC) using NCIC offense codes into three seriousness levels. Level 1 = aggravated felonies; Level 2 = other felonies; Level 3 = misdemeanors/minor violations. "None" indicates no criminal conviction.
	Variable
	Label / Question
	Values / Notes
	Coverage

	All
	Total deportations with a recorded Most Serious Criminal Conviction (MSCC) classification
	Numeric (persons)
	2003–2024

	None
	Deportees with no criminal conviction (MSCC = None)
	Numeric (persons)
	2003–2024

	Level1
	Deportees with Level 1 MSCC — aggravated felonies (most serious)
	Numeric (persons). Source: ICE/TRAC NCIC offense codes.
	2003–2024

	Level2
	Deportees with Level 2 MSCC — other felonies
	Numeric (persons)
	2003–2024

	Level3
	Deportees with Level 3 MSCC — misdemeanors and minor violations (least serious)
	Numeric (persons). Includes traffic offenses, illegal entry/reentry, DUI.
	2003–2024


Section 4: ICE Arrest Types (Monthly → Annual, 2008–2018)
Originally monthly data; aggregated to annual totals by summing across months within each fiscal year. Arrest type columns reflect the enforcement program under which ICE made the arrest.
	Variable
	Label / Question
	Values / Notes
	Coverage

	arrests_total
	Total ICE arrests (all program types), aggregated annually
	Numeric (persons). Source: ICE monthly arrest data, aggregated to annual.
	2008–2018

	arrests_federal
	Arrests resulting from federal investigations or partnerships
	Numeric (persons)
	2008–2018

	arrests_state
	Arrests via state law enforcement referrals
	Numeric (persons)
	2008–2018

	arrests_local
	Arrests via local law enforcement referrals
	Numeric (persons)
	2008–2018

	arrests_287g
	Arrests under 287(g) program (Memoranda of Agreement delegating immigration enforcement authority to state/local police)
	Numeric (persons). Program authorized by IIRIRA 1996, expanded under Bush/Obama, re-implemented under Trump 2017.
	2008–2018

	arrests_community
	Arrests from community-based enforcement (Secure Communities / Priority Enforcement Program)
	Numeric (persons)
	2008–2018

	arrests_other
	Arrests from other or unspecified enforcement programs
	Numeric (persons)
	2008–2018



